
SMARC MEETING NOTES 2024 September 23

The Smoky Mountain Amateur Radio Club (SMARC, hereafter referred to as “Club”) 2024 September 
meeting was held as a combination of an in-person meeting at the United Steel Workers Union Hall, 
339 South Hall Rd., Alcoa, TN, and a Zoom Video Conference. Announcements for the meeting were 
made during the KK4XA Morning Net and throughout the day by computerized voice on the W4OLB 
SMARC repeater. 

 The September meeting of the Club was called to order at 1904 ET by President Andrew 
Lawson [N2AL]. [All references to "Andrew" are to Andrew Lawson, N2AL - ed.]

 Twenty five (25) members and three (3) guests were in attendance at the Union Hall with 
eleven (11) others joining via Zoom Video Conference. 

 Andrew extended gratitude to the United Steel Workers Union 309 for the use of the union hall 
for the meeting and to Steve [W4SDS] for the use of his hotspot and cell service to allow the 
Zoom Video Conference to occur.

 Andrew asked if there were any visitors; they were Dave Hoffman [KE4FGW], Tom Foy 
[N4HIA], and Karen Farnsworth [K2KAR]. Welcome to the Club meeting.

 Andrew asked if there were any corrections to the Secretary minutes for the August Club 
meeting. There were no corrections to be made; therefore, the minutes of the 2024 August Club 
meeting are approved without vote per the By-Laws of the Club. [The minutes are available at 
the Club website, https://w4olb.org , under “Files” and “Minutes” – ed.]

 Treasurer David Andrews [N1ESK] gave his report on the finances of the Club. This report 
includes changes since the August meeting.

All quantities refer to sums as of the September 23 meeting date of the Club:

1) Operating Fund   $2805.18

There is no change from the previous reporting period.

2) Repeater Maintenance Fund    $2,530.00

There is no change from the previous reporting period.

3) Reserve Fund $12,464.92

The increase from the August balance of $12,429.10 is related to the interest earned 
(total = $35.82) on the ORNL Certificates of Deposit, the CBBC checking account 
and the Schwab account.

The sum of the funds, $17,800.10, is split between three (3) accounts: $1895.61 in a checking 
account with the Citizens Bank of Blount County (CBBC); $8,400.34 in a Certificate of Deposit 
account with Oak Ridge National Laboratory Federal Credit Union (ORNL FCU); and, 
$7504.15 in a Certificate of Deposit account with Schwab. 

 Mike [K4MJF], Net Manager for the Club, noted the average number of check-ins for the 
Thursday Evening Net is twenty-eight (28) for the last four (4) weeks and is increasing slowly.  

https://w4olb.org/


The Club could use a few more Net Control Stations (NCS) for the Thursday Evening Net and 
the KK4XA Morning Net. If you are interested, please contact Mike at his email address on 
qrz.com.

 Bob [KK4XA] gave the Health and Welfare report for Charles [K4BAL] who was absent. 
Charles is having some health issues which should be resolved in the next month or two. Joe 
[KN4YED] acquired a rash from “who knows where” and is improving. [With the spate of 
health related problems Joe has had to endure, maybe he should drop the “e” at the end of his 
name and replace it with a “b”! - ed]. Please keep these folks in your thoughts.

 Bob [KK4XA] reported for the Training and Education Committee saying the planning stage 
for a Technician Class license course of study for this November has begun. The class would be 
held strictly on Zoom Video Conferencing.

 Kurt [KC4NX] told the Club members that the repeaters are operating as expected. NOTE: The 
link between the VHF and the UHF repeaters of the Club is operational only during the nets on 
the 146.655-MHz repeater.

 Jordan [NA4WX] told the Club that the FaceBook Club account is doing very well. He also 
noted a problem with the “Join Zoom” radio button link at the Club website for Club meetings 
will be corrected.

 Greg [K4HMS] told the group the SKYWARN group finished #1 in their category for the 
Tennessee QSO Party (TNQP). He noted, however, there is no plaque!

 Andrew asked for any other old business. There was no other old business. 

 New business item(s) for the Club:

1. Please consider and suggest a venue for the Christmas Party in December.

 Andrew declared the business portion of the SMARC 2024 Sep 23 meeting adjourned at 1920 
ET. A break occurred until 1935 ET.

 The presentation for the meeting was a DVD provided by Bob [K9JU] of a recent DXpedition 
by the Italian DXpedtion Team to the African nation of Chad. Three (3) separate calls were 
used during the operation: TT8RR on CW, SSB and RTTY; TT8XX on FT8; and TT8TT on 
satellite QO100. Unfortunately, the United States is not within the footprint of that satellite. 
[K9JU apologizes for showing a DX oriented DVD. He hopes it showed what a small part of 
the country and people of Chad look like but more so, the effort of a group or an individual 
requried to conduct such an operation. This was not ham radio in an air conditioned, luxury 
hotel. P.S.: ‘JU is still a Yankee lid from Chicago – ed.]

The 2024 September 23 meeting of SMARC ended at 2010 ET. Thank you to all in attendance. 

Respectfully submitted by SMARC Secretary,

Bob Loving [K9JU]



P.S.: Don’t forget the KK4XA Morning Net, Monday through Thursday at 9:00 AM (0900) ET, and 
the SMARC Weekly Thursday Evening Net at 7:00 PM (1900) ET. Both nets are held on the 
W4OLB/R linked repeater system with Zoom Video Conference accompaniment.


